JULIA PROCULA
In a retired street of Rome stood the house of Julius Proculus; a man of an old family and a small patrimonial estate; a widower, with an only daughter. Julia was pious, and especially devout to her Household God, on whose altar she placed every morning her offering of fruits and flowers. Proculus was an Epicurean; he respected his daughter's feelings, but had no sympathy with her devotion.
Julia had a young lover, Marcus Atilius, a son of a rich family, who refused their sanction to his suit, because the damsel had no dowry. The reversion of the small estate, on which Proculus barely maintained his household, offefed no temptation to his wealthy neighbors, who, as usual, having more than enough already, wanted more.
Proculus, in the principles of his philosophy, aimed at tranquillity of mind, and to a certain extent succeeded in attaining it; but he was of a social and festive disposition; he liked the moderate enjoyment of the good things of this world; he was fond of good company, [207 ]d the Abbot to himself, "about my good son John. He is a good fellow at bottom, with all his aberra-[ 202 ]avellers." [ 200 ]e is nothing new under the sun."
